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8o Journal of American Folk-Lore. 

story of Hartt. Besides these, the eighth is " Uncle Remus," VI. Of the 
others we do not know any parallels. The other animal stories in which 
the monkey, vulture, and ounce are the principal characters are very inter- 
esting but cannot be analyzed here ; one, " The Monkey and the Wax Fig- 
ure " (p. 213), has a distant resemblance to Uncle Remus's " The Wonderful 
Tar-Baby " story. Several episodes of well-known popular tales are found 
in the stories in chapter V. We trust some day to return to this interesting 
volume and direct attention to the animal stories which do not resemble 
those current among our own negroes. 

Venezuela. — Dr. A. Ernst, in the " Verh. der Berl. Ges. fur Anthropo- 
logic " (p. 274), publishes a few tales on "Tio Tigre and Tio Conejo," which 
belong to the cycle so widely spread among American negroes, and of which 
Professor Fortier gives examples from Louisiana in the article already 
mentioned. 



NOTICES OF THE FOLK-LORE OF OTHER CONTI- 
NENTS. 

Ireland. — " The Funeral Customs of Ireland " is the title of a very inter- 
esting paper read before the American Philosophical Society (Philadelphia), 
and reprinted from their " Proceedings." x After a discussion of ancient cus- 
toms, Mr. Mooney proceeds to describe modern beliefs and practices, which 
he says are still in full force in the remoter districts along the west coast 
and especially in Connemara. In the latter district it is common when a 
dog howls at night to send some one outside to see in which direction the 
animal is facing. On the west coast when a man is drowned, and his friends 
fail to recover the body, it is known that he has been taken by the fairies 
and is still alive in the caves at the bottom of the ocean. Such persons are 
sometimes seen by their former friends on their fishing trips, and in a few 
instances have been allowed to return to the land of the living. When it is 
suspected that the dead man has really been carried off by the fairies, his 
friends are accustomed to leave food or milk where he can get it during his 
nightly visits in company with the " good people," in order that he may 
not be obliged to partake of the fairy food. According to the writer, the 
food which, on certain nights, is left outside the house is for those who are 
imagined to be living in this duress. One November night, however, food 
is left in readiness for the spirits of the dead, who then revisit their former 
homes, while it is a common thing to propitiate the fairies in like manner 
at all seasons of the year. " Immediately after death the soul appears be- 
fore the judgment bar, and is sometimes compelled to return and reanimate 
the body during a further term of sickness until by suffering it has been 
rendered worthy to enter heaven. The fairies take advantage of its tem- 

1 The Funeral Customs of Ireland, by James Mooney. Reprinted from the 
Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society. 1888. Pp.56. 
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porary absence to put one of their own number into the body, so that when 
the soul returns it finds its place occupied, and is obliged to go with them. 
When this is thought to be the case — as evidenced by the lingering, al- 
though plainly hopeless, nature of the illness — the friends of the sick man 
put a piece of lus-mbr (pronounced lusmore, Gaelic ' great herb ') or foxglove 
under his bed. If he be a changeling, the fairies will be at once compelled 
to restore, in good health, the person taken away. If the invalid be really 
present in his own person, he will not recover, but die." . . . "Properly 
speaking, the fairies have no power to take life. But there is another class 
of spirits altogether malignant, which haunt particular localities, hovering 
invisible in the air overhead, and visit destruction upon all who come within 
their reach. Should an unaccountable sickness or death occur in a new 
house, it is ascribed to the presence of one of these spirits, and the owner 
will tear down the house and rebuild it in another place." 

After death, "two evil spirits known as the Maistinid J^r(Mawshchenee 
Moer), or Great Mastiffs, are constantly waiting to seize the soul before it 
can reach the judgment bar of God. They are asleep, but spring up at 
the first sound of grief. For this reason the corpse is laid out as soon as 
possible, and no cry or lamentation is raised, in theory, for three hours after 
death, by which time the soul stands in the presence of its Maker, and is 
safe for the time being. It is there weighed in the scales of the Archangel 
Michael, and receives its sentence of reward or punishment according to 
the measure of its iniquity." These extracts will suffice to show the valu- 
able and striking character of Mr. Mooney's essay, the facts of which are 
based on personal inquiry. 

France. — In the " Revue des Traditions populaires " for November, 
M. Paul S6billot, General Secretary of the Socie'te' des Traditions popu- 
laires, notices, in terms of high praise, the collection of superstitions in 
Philadelphia, made by Mr. Henry Phillips, which has been mentioned 
above, remarking that many large books contain less material of good 
quality. M. Sebillot marks no less than 75 out of these 211 numbers as 
current in France. It may be observed that a large share in the interest 
taken of late years in the collection of popular traditions in France is due to 
the activity of M. Se*billot. A few years since there were few collections 
of folk-lore in French countries ; whereas, at the present time, a collection 
must be marked by some special characteristics in order to attract attention. 

Germany. — Dr. Edmund Veckenstedt has founded at Leipsic a folk-lore 
journal entitled, "Zeitschrift fur Volkskunde." In his preface, he re- 
marks on the singularity of the fact, that in spite of the interest taken in 
the study of popular traditions, there is in Germany no periodical especially 
devoted to the subject. In addition to German folk-lore, the first number 
contains also Lithuanian. The journal will appear monthly. (See under 
"Journals.") 
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Italy. — According to a graceful custom, which has not yet obtained in 
this country, Prof. G. Pitre, by a little treatise, pays honor to the wedding 
ceremony of a friend and colleague. The dedication, dated on the 23d 
of December, 1888, recites that " To the most gentle Signorina Teresina 
Deodato and to the Professor Salvatore Salomone Marino, on the most 
joyful day of their life, Checcina and Giuseppe Pitre fraternally offer this 
record." The little work relates to the marvellous power possessed by cer- 
tain families to cure certain diseases. (Mirabili facolta di alcune famiglie 
di guarire certe malattie.) One story will illustrate the power in question. 
Near the town of Foligno lived a certain family by the name of Cancelli, 
who were supposed to possess the gift of healing sciatica, by making over 
the patient the sign of the cross, accompanied with a suitable prayer. Ac- 
cording to tradition, this power had been conferred on them and their 
descendants by the Apostles Peter and Paul, when passing by Cancelli. At 
the end of the sixteenth century, the Bishop Marco Antonio Bizzoni, being 
sent from Rome to regulate the diocese of Foligno, had certain doubts con- 
cerning this rite, which, as he thought, savored of superstition, and inter- 
dicted its practice in future. Shortly afterwards, the good bishop suffered 
from a severe attack of sciatica, and the ordinary remedy proving unavail- 
ing, resolved to send for one of the Cancelli. These performed their usual 
ceremonies, and the bishop was cured on the spot. Needless to say that 
he changed his mind on the score of the propriety of the exercise of so 
marvellous a gift, and left the mountaineers free to exercise their power, 
as did also the bishops who succeeded him. Probably this narration will 
not strike a believer in the "faith cure " as anything out of the common. 
There is good hope that, in time, we in America may come to possess 
families equally gifted. 

Poland. — Of all the journals including in their scope folk-lore and an- 
thropology which reach us as exchanges, the most attractive in appearance 
is the "Wisla (Vistula)" of Warsaw. The first three numbers for 1888, 
which lie on our table, contain 672 octavo pages ! The journal, too, is ex- 
quisitely illustrated, with a true artistic feeling. The colored sketch of a 
peasant woman of Ratulowa, in costume, which serves as frontispiece for 
the second volume, might cause envy to the best contributors of the Lon- 
don illustrated journals. It is to us a regret that the contents, being 
wholly in Polish, are at present inaccessible to us, but we insert, under the 
head of " Journals," a note of some of the titles. The editor is Dr. Jean 
Karlowicz, of Warsaw, well known by excellent studies in this branch. 
The review is published by M. Arcta, Warsaw, Norvy-S*wiat 53. Subscrip- 
tion (in Poland), 7 rubles. 



